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Kaiya Nagel

| travelled to Morioka with a group of 9 students in May.
| learned a lot about Japanese culture such as
the different festivals throughout the year and
the historical figures who are important
in Morioka.

In the future, | would like to go back to i
Japanand explore other areas. Morioka is ?, -
a beautiful city and | enjoyed my time there. ‘

Thank you.
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Rowan Lawlor

€

Throughout this experience | learnt about how to talk and
effectively communicate with new people, and how to try and
experience new things.

Some of my aspirations after this program are tocontinue talking
with my host family and continuing my relationship with them.

I would also like to continue my studies in learning Japanese and
continue my studies in learning more about Japan. My overall
impressions of the program were very organised one we got to
Morioka, very welcoming and very adaptive. One thing | would say
is that it would have been nice to be in contact with our host families

sooner than we were.

Thank you.

g 9 o



Sebastien Warfield

12

The last 12 days | spent in Japan have been a complete blast and that's all thanks to all the amazin
people that helped organize and took part in the program.

To keep it brief, Japan has left me speechless. Everyone is so incredibly kind, the food is amam, and
it was truly a great opportunity. It was fun to learn about

Japanese traditions and history.
Even more, attending the junior high school was a such a great
experience, and the sports festivalwas amazing to be apart.
In the future, | am definitel y planning to return as soon as
possible because this trip truly went above above and beyond
what | was expecting.
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Magnus St. George
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ZOOMO

MIRA

| went to Morioka on a trip that lasted about ten days this May, and it was probably one
of the best experiences of my life. The time | spent with my homestay and going to Ueda
Junior Highschool gave me a deep insightful glance into theday-to-day life of students
and families living in Morioka.

At school, | learned about the many differences in the curriculum between Morioka and
Victoria, as well as the student culture. | also had the chance to participate in their
incredible sports festival. At home, | spent time engaging in a variety of activities with
my homestay family, including: delicious meals, visiting the night market, going to sports
amusement parks, and learning about the unique culture within Morioka and Japan. Me
and the other members of the delegation were taken to many interesting landmarks and
locations in Iwate, such as the beautiful Zoomo, the museum, and Koiwai Farm.

| got to meet so many wonderful people in Morioka, from my homestay family and
fellow students at school,to the awesome members of MIRA who made our trip possible.

Thank you so much for this valuable experience, | will cherish it till the end of my days.

A special thanks to my homestay: the Kishi family. You are some of the kindest, most
caring people that I've ever met, and my life won't ever feel the same without you.
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I'll be back, | promise.
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Maia Gerbrandt

10

Travelling to Morioka as my first international travelling experience was nothing short of
amazing. The warm welcome we received had us feeling surprised by how welcomed weere.

One of the things that stuck out to me about Morioka, and Japan in general, is that the
trees and nature are very lush and full. It was just exceptionally beautiful to watch even
just on the train or in the car. More things | noticed were that the streets were so clean and
that people were very friendly and helpful. Attending school in Morioka was a very unique
experience. | found that the class structure is very different from Victoria, instead of
multiple different classes with different people it is just one class with the same people.

| had the opportunity to meet lots of different people during my time in Morioka. In Victoria
| tend to be more of a quiet person who listens more than talks, however here with all the
introductions and qu estions | found myself going out of my comfort zone which was a
great experience.

A big thanks to my host family, who played a large role in making this opportunity one | will never forget. Their
hospitality and kindness made this experience 10 times bette. From exploring the seaside, visiting temples, and trying
new and incredible food, every moment spent with them was a treasure.

My overall impression of Morioka is that it is a very beautiful city with very friendly and welcoming people and this trip
has taught me the value of stepping outside my comfort zone and cherishing memories. Thank you for giving me this
wonderful opportunity.
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Faie Truong

Throughout this trip | have learned about and experienced the
difference in culture and daily living in Japan compared to Canada.

The first thing | have noticed was how different the environment
looks, the nature here looks so lush and dense, and the older
Japanese houses scattered in the cities antbuntryside are beautiful.

The second thing | noticed was how uniform everything was,
whether it be the uniforms and clothing style itself, how people
acted or how well organized the public transit was.

Everything seemed perfectly organized every second othe day and it

added up to a very peaceful and orderly feeling. | also found lots of smaller

details that made Japan different, like about the squat toilets in Japan,

the interesting bathroom layouts and extremely complicated transit systems.
Overall | really enjoyed this trip, would recommend it, and would love to come again if | get the

opportunity.

o ] 3o



Aldous Valour

My name is Aldous Valour. | cannot properly describe how
amazing this experience was. From the moment we stepped
off of the train we were greeted with the most friendly
smilesI've ever seen. This made it incredibly easy to make
new friends and feel comfortable away from home.

By going to Morioka, | was able to learn more about
Japanese culture and this has made me more excited than ever
to go back to Japan and hopefully Morioka some day. Due to this
amazing experience Morioka will always have a special place in my heart.

I would also like to give a massive thank you to my host family. They were some of the kindest people
I've ever met, and because of them | was able to feel at home easiljf anyone else has the opportunity
to go to Morioka | highly recommend it.  Thanks.
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Gabriel Winn
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e delegation of students from V..

This trip was an incredible first opportunity to be
able to experience Japan, especially as a student.

The highlight for me was definitely the
homestay experience and getting to attend a
Japanese school. Comparing even the smalles
of differences was a |
of new friends who | hope to keep in touch with.
| learnt tons of new stuff, ranging from improving
my chopstick skills to getting to watch Dai-i ¢ hi ’ s
cheer club which was really special and blew me away.
Overall, the Exchange completely blew my mind, and | definitely plan to visit Morioka again in the

future.
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H ) Fawna St. Denis
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Renee Rudman L

18

The experience we had in Morioka was nothing short of incredible from the moment we arrived in Morioka
till the moment we left, we felt supported. The students learned a lot about themselves on this trip and have
grown from it, we all have. Canada can learn a lot from Japan, we learned about culture, kindness, and mos
of all friendship and are excited to continue this friendship f or years to come.
| am so grateful to the people of Morioka for their hospitality and for
taking us in and treating us like family.

The students expressed to me that they would like to continue
this journey by joining the Victoria -Morioka Friendship Society
here in Victoria. We have all made friendships that will last a
lifetime on this trip and will be forever grateful to the people
of Morioka.

Let’s not wait another 18 year

Thank you, Morioka.
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