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As Mayor of the city of Victoria I'm thrilled to extend my congratulations to the Morioka International Relations
Association on their 30th anniversary. The twin city relationship between Victoria and Morioka is very special to all
of us. For decades our cherished partnership has provided meaningful opportunities for our residents in both cities to
learn and gain exposer to the beautiful traditions of Japanese culture. At the heart of these opportunities has been the
grass roots efforts of the Morioka International Relations Association for who are best known for coordinating the annual
Morioka Junior High School Visits to Victoria.

Over the years what has stood out most for me about the Twin City program is the person to person friendships
that form through our work. I know that for everyone involved with MIRA that those friendships and memories are
irreplaceable. Its unfortunate that the pandemic has prevented a meaningful in person exchange from happening over the
last two years, however, Im thrilled that the students visits have continued through online exchanges filled with plenty
of learning, laughter, and fun. Once gain congratulations on your 30th anniversary. We are so thankful for your work and
for the generosity of the Morioka International Relations Association. Finally, congratulations to everyone associated with

our twin city program on 37 wonderful years of collaboration. Your efforts are greatly appreciated.
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